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Annua Dinner —warmth and convivial company

On a cold February evening 54 members and friends descended on the Albert Hall for
the Annual Dinner. It was cold outside but a warm welcome awaited us inside, a
warmth both of temperature and of a friendly staff. It was good to have the opportunity
to relax and talk to friends in a social environment.

Attractively laid tables soon tempted us to our seats. Although there was a limited
choice of menu, the meal was excellently prepared and served (my salmon was the
best | have been served in any restaurant) and was accompanied by a hubbub of
conversation. The meal was, of course, preceded by one of Rev. Bernard Baines'’s
unique Graces — the Annual Dinner wouldn't be the same without this!

We were privileged to have as our

guest speaker Dr. David Hill who

has a very impressive CV. He

gained his FRCO at the age of 17:

among other posts he is Musical David Hill
Director of the Bach Choir and

became Director of Music at St

John’s College, Cambridge in

September 2003.

He began his talk by suggesting
that organists are inextricably linked
Jim Lodge, Philip Hopkins, and David Orton with choirs; quoting an entertaining
Chorister’s version of the General
Confession. “We have left unsung those notes which we ought to have sung, And sung
those notes which we ought not to have sung, and there is no support for us” being
some of my favourite lines. We were intrigued to hear that 2,750 musicians are paid as
civil servants in Sweden. In the USA 20,000 delegates attended a National Convention
for Choral Directors. By contrast in Great Britain we like to “struggle against the odds”
and be in a hurry! We work by the “seat of our pants” with insufficient rehearsal time
(as did S. S. Wesley in his day). The choirs certainly need to be good sight-readers. ) )
The thought came to me that the choirs are unlikely to become bored with our system. Michael Cousin
However, he said we have some excellent Youth Choirs and plenty of Opera Singers.

A problem for the Church is the intake
of young singers — pursuading young
singers to become part of a group
which they will enjoy. But — money is
a problem. Subscriptions may be an
answer. e.g. 1,000 people giving £50.
| found it interesting that from a group
of organists, the only question from
the floor was regarding girls in choirs.
David's answer was that only three
choirs in Cambridge are boys only
(Jesus, King's, St John’s), so he is
retaining St John’s as an example.

So ended a really good evening,
except that people were reluctant to
depart: a sure sign that they had

. . . Appassionato enjoyed themselves. Commiserations
to those who missed it, especially molto animato. ma con espressione
(From * The Penguin Hoffnung') those who were struck down by flu. T ' sp

Marian Simpson



Widor® Toccata Memories

[Many of us listened with great pleasure to the radio programme about Widor’'s Toccata on 21 March in which Rev.
Canon John Berry recalled a wedding in France where he conducted the ceremony and played the Toccata as outgoing
music. He offers us here a more extensive reminiscence]

My love for Widor® Toccata started thanks to my father, Cecil Victor Berry FRCO LRAM, who taught it to me. Later on |
went to Oscott College, Birmingham, to train for the priesthood and for six years there | was the organ student. My
classmates were being ordained priest in 1954 and as there was no one else to play the organ, | stepped into the breach and
by request played Widor® Toccata for them. (The story later went the rounds of the clergy that the kindly Archbishop,
who didn®want the ©rganist€to miss out, actually ordained me at the same time! He waved his Episcopal hand at the
organ gallery). Later Peter Smedley, Nottingham Cathedral organist emeritus, asked me to play the same piece at his
wedding in the Cathedral .

It was in the mid-1950s when, as a newly-ordained priest, | had the good fortune to be sent by my Bishop to Cambridge to
read Music, Latin and French, because he needed another schoolmaster for his Diocesan college a Tollerton Hall,
Nottingham. During the @ng vac@ used to go to France to supply for a parish priest during the holiday month of August.
The place was Poissy on the outskirts of Paris, at the church of St. Louis. There they had a fine Cavaillé-Coll organ in the
west gallery on which | used to practise and sometimes deputise for the blind organist.

One day |, an English priest, was asked to conduct a wedding of two members of the Paris Opera — an Italian tenor and a
French soprano from the chorus line. A good example of entente cordiale! The music was provided by the aged retired
organist of the Madeleine, together with some of the couple®friends from the orchestra.

All went well until the end of the ceremony. Priest and couple were in the sacristy signing the register, when the Verger
whispered to me that the organist had to go to the pub opposite the church (water-works problems!) and would | play the
couple out with the French Wedding March i.e. Widor® Toccata. So a quick dash up to the organ loft and out came the
Toccata. (I was reminded of Bach® answer to an enquirer who asked if playing the organ was difficult: ®lothing to it©
replied the great man, @1 you have to do is to hit the right notes at the right time and the organ plays itself @ | was helped
by some of the orchestra members who amazingly even stayed behind to listen and turned the pages for me. Then they
invited me to join them in the pub. Of course, we had to rescue the old organist. Of course, we had to drink the health of
the young couple, and of course we had to have some lunch. And in France, they know how to do these things. Four, or
wasit five, hours later, we all emerged. It made me feel | could get used to the job of being both a priest and an organist.

I thought no more about the incident until a few days later | discovered in the sacristy after Mass an envelope waiting for
me together with a magnum of champagne. The envelope contained a lovely thank-you letter from the couple, together
with six free tickets for a box at the Opera. The curate and | rang round some clergy colleagues and al six of us piled into
ataxi and enjoyed a wonderful evening at the Opera listening to a performance of Wagner®Lohengrin.

Yes, | shall dways have fond memories of Widor® Toccata.
It®©great to be an organist with such marvellous music to play; it®great to be a priest who can come to people®rescue in
good times and in bad, and it® even better, | believe, to have had the good fortune to be both priest and organist. | can

thoroughly recommend it. And for that | have to thank Widor and his Toccata, and my dear dad who introduced me to it.
John Berry

Beverley Minster

“...since 1548 Beverley Minster’s status has been no more than that of any other parish church. This is a remarkable fact;
for | have no hesitation in saying that, after Westminster Abbey, this is the finest non-cathedral church in the kingdom. Finer
than the former abbey churches of Tewkesbury, Sherborne, and Selby, finer than the erstwhile priory churches of Great
Malvern, Hexham, and Christchurch, finer than the parish church of St. Mary Redcliffe at Bristol: the seven non-cathedral
churches which | would rank next. Superior also to all but about a dozen of the cathedrals. In short, a masterpiece.”

Alec Clifton-Taylor: Six more English towns
So don't missour visit on May 13 — Book now!
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European requlations to cause extinction of pipe organs?

A good deal of energetic activity has taken place in the past couple of months over the threat to the future of the organ-
building industry. Emails have been flying to and fro, a website has been set up (pipes4organs.org), petitions have been
signed, letters have been written to MPs (and answers received), articles have appeared in the press, and high-level
meetings have been held.

This all concerns a European regulation (EC Directive 2002 95/EC) which aims at controlling the content of hazardous
materials in electrical devices, and preventing pollution when such devices are ultimately scrapped. Some genius proposed
that a pipe organ, which is blown by electricity and has more than the permitted proportion of lead in its pipes, met the
definition, and that therefore from July 1 2006 the manufacture and maintenance of such organs should be banned.

Despite the fact that the European Commissioner responsible for these matters has pronounced that organs should be
exempted, despite vigorous common-sense representations pointing out the loss to our history, our culture, and indeed to
employment, and despite the clear anomaly that a pipe organ with loads of lead in its pipes, but with mechanical action, and
blown by hand, would not be subject to the ban, our Department of Trade and Industry still insists that organs are in the

category of electrical devices that are potentially subject to the ban. Wilf Lewsey
The Chorister’s Confession The Ecumenical Organist

Emerging from their world of sound
Organists often get around.

Accustomed well to go along

To Matins or to Evensong,

They turn the following Sunday morn

To chapels where they don’t conform,
Hymns Ancient and Modern won't be heard
Nor chants by Smart or William Byrd,

Y et this may be accustomed ground,

To Hymnsand Psalms’ familiar sound.

With the inducement of afee

They're pleased to aid the URC:

There are even those who have been known
] To accommodate the Church of Rome.

Weekly, organists go the round,

Ensuring Greats and Swells resound,

Oblivious of dissent and schism,

To exemplify Ecumenism.

Alan Owen

News of members

. g
< We sadly report the death of Michad Whysal,
- : (- who was organist at Langley Mill Parish/Methodist
< &.1 partnership church.
% " %
( ! Our best wishes go to Margaret Carr, who is now in a
# & . ! residential care home after a stroke.

&. ( # We welcome new members: James Williams, Director
( (" 1. v of Music at Burton Joyce parish church; and Prof. Philip
( # " Olleson. Alex Denman is now an Honorary Member.

Alan Mayes and Ginny Chandler have decided not to
renew their subscriptions.

2 - "0 We congratulate Francesca Matthews, who has passed
Grade 2 organ with distinction.

www.or gwebs.net/notts



Society Minutes to County Archives

When taking over as Hon. Secretary from Walter Esswood, | became the custodian of the Society® Minute Books which
occupy three hard-backed exercise books, the first entries dating from 1941. The earliest volume is written in a style slightly
of yesteryear, and entries become a litle more informal as the years progress. It occurred to me that these items of
Nottingham history ought perhaps to be in the County Archives, and not in my domestic cupboard, where they could
be subject to the corruption of @oth and rust©

The Angel Row Local History Library assured me that these Minutes are just the thing that should be in Archives. This was
therefore put to the Committee, and the matter was agreed. Some version for ready reference is essential however in order
to check on facts, and | estimated a cost of £22 to photocopy every page of the three books. Fortunately a local printer
decided on a promotion with self-service copying at 1p per copy during the one month. With a very slight reduction of
double-pages to A4, this enabled the job to be completed for the cost of £3.50. | also gained from the beneficial exercise of
opening and closing the lid, turning the books and reaching for copies, in 350 rhythmical movements.

The originals will now go to the County Archives, where | have again been assured that our Minutes are the very thing
which ought to be housed there. The Archive is on Wilford Road, and our Minutes can be retrieved on demand, should it
ever be necessary to examine them. A noble rolled parchment scroll certifying that the Society was affiliated to the 1AO in
1934, will also be included, and a copy has duly been made.

Instead of three venerable Minute Books, | now have three folders of good quality photocopy. Many entries in the Minutes,
especially for the 1940s, are interesting. For example we can see that Marcel Dupré was our Patron during the 1940s, and
that the cost of the Annual Dinner was 3 shillings and 6 pence per head (at Marsdens, Milton Street). | intend to print a
page listing some of these more interesting details when the 75th Anniversary of the Society occurs next year.

Alan Owen

Free music: Tristan Moore, whilst browsing the Internet, has
stumbled upon a radio station which broadcasts organ music:
http://www.organlive.com/index.php?m=1

Don Henry has discovered two other sites which offer .mp3
downloads:

http://dseverin.club.fr/mp3.htm
http://www.organsandorgani stsonline.com/features.htm

YOUNG ORGANISTS' OPEN DAY

A CHANCE FOR YOUNG MUSICIANS TO PLAY
AND HEAR THE ALBERT HALL BINNS ORGAN

Sunday 14th May 2006 starting at 2.30 pm

A unique opportunity for young organists, pianists and
keyboard players of al levelsto play the Binns organ

EVERY ONE - teachers and supporters, friends and families,
who would like to hear the organ played, iswelcome.

ADMISSION IS FREE

If you would like to take part, or know someone who would,
please contact Mrs Wendy Williams on 0115 9620367
or email WWill14530@aol.com

Saint Mary the Virgin Plumtree
Friday July 14th 7-30pm

Organ and piano recital by
Thomas Keogh (age 14) and Dr. Anthony Skilbeck

Tickets £8
From Rosemary Garfoot
01158781922 or at the door

Refreshments

Easter music

on 9" and 12" of April, a few of our members and
others enjoyed a concert by the Clifton Choir,
conducted by Director of Music David Butterworth,
and accompanied by Robert Pascall, at St Mary’s
parish church in Clifton. They gave a wonderful
performance of ‘Crucifixion’ by John Stainer, which
included five hymns for congregation, which we
were encouraged to join in.

The evening had commenced with three Tudor
anthems: Hosanna to the Son of David (Thomas
Weelkes), Miserere (W. Byrd) and another
Hosanna to the Son of David (O. Gibbons), sung
unaccompanied. | thought these sounded so
beautiful with the different parts weaving in and out
of each other, and David and the singers obviously
enjoying the occasion. | felt it was a privilege to be
entertained by such quality music and hope next
time there will be more people to enjoy it.

Carol Thomas

St. Mary’s Church,
Radcliffe on Trent, Nottingham

St Mary's church seeks a choir director to lead
and expand a small choir singing weekly services
and a large four-part choir singing at the major
church festivals. The person appointed could
combine the duties with those of organist. There
is an assistant organist willing to play at most
services, deputise as choir conductor and play
weddings and funerals as required. Honorarium
available. Large 2-manua Copeman Hart organ
1988.

Please contact Mr Richard Eaton,
tel 0115 923 6494; eaton@rmplc.co.uk
for further details



EventsTRACKER

St. Mary’s, Melton Mowbray: 2" j4" Tuesdays at 1.10. Jun 27 (Keith Morgan) . ..

St. Wulfram’s, Grantham: 1%'/3"/5™ Saturdays at 11.30. May 20 (Wilf Lewsey) . ..

Leicester Cathedral: Tuesdays in July and August at 8.00pm (for players see p. 6)

Derby Cathedral: Not yet available (usually Wednesdays in July and August at 7.30). Check our website.

[ The next issue of Sequencer is due on August 9. Please submit copy as early as possible. Recital reviews are always welcome.]

Day Date Time Venue Event (Organ Recital unless otherwise stated)
Sat 6 May 1930 Melton Mowbray Colin Walsh (Lincoln)

Sun 7 May 1445 Binns Albert Hall Daniel Cooke (Salisbury)

Wed 17 May 1915 Newark Carlo Curley (Battle of the Organs)

Mon 29 May 1530 Southwell Minster Robin Jackson & Maureen McAllister (International duettists)
Mon 29 May 1900 Lincoln Cathedral Andrew Canning (Uppsala, Sweden)

Sun 4 Jun 1445 Binns Albert Hall Donald MacKenzie (The Odeon, Leicester Square)
Wed 7 Jun 1915 Newark Paul Hale (Southwell)

Mon 19 Jun 1900 Lincoln Cathedral Martin Setchell (Christchurch, New Zealand

Wed 21 Jun 1930 Southwell Minster David Briggs (International recitalist)

Sun 25 Jun 1445 Rochdale Town Hall John Keys (Nottingham)

Sun 25 Jun 1445 Binns Albert Hall Simon Thomas Jacobs (Oundle award winner)
Wed 28 Jun 1915 Newark Roger Bryan (Newark); Simon Earl (Southwell)
Mon 10 Jul 1900 Lincoln Cathedral Didier Matry (St Augustine, Paris)

Sat 15 Jul 1630 Grantham John Keys (Nottingham) (flower festival)

Wed 19 Jul 1930 Southwell Minster Simon Bell (Southwell)

Wed 26 Jul 1915 Newark Colin Walsh (Lincoln)

Mon 31 Jul 1900 Lincoln Cathedral Gabriel Dessauer (Wiesbaden, Germany)

Sun 6 Aug 1445 Binns Albert Hall Adrian Partington (Hereford)

Wed 16 Aug 1930 Southwell Minster Paul Hale (Southwell)

Mon 28 Aug 1530  Southwell Minster Edward Taylor (Oundle Festival award winner)
Mon 28 Aug 1900 Lincoln Cathedral Colin Walsh (Lincoln)

Sun 3 Sep 1445 Binns Albert Hall James Parsons (Oundle)

Wed 20 Sep 1930 Southwell Minster Colin Walsh (Lincoln)

Sun 1 Oct 1445 Binns Albert Hall David Butterworth (Nottingham)

Wed 18 Oct 1930 Southwell Minster lan Hare (International recitalist)

Sun 29 Oct 1445 Binns Albert Hall David Hill (Cambridge)

Our next four events
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Saturday 13 May :

Visit Hull City Hall, Beverley Minster !
and St. Mary’s, Beverley |
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% % # # & & & % ! Saturday 27 May at 7.30 !
lllustrated talk on Buxtehude |
by Geoffrey Webber i

at St. Mary’s Church, High Pavement :
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Saturday 24 June
Visit Huddersfield Town Hall

| 0 0 "
& ’ /0 /0 # and Wood'’s organ builders
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Tuesday 18 July at 7pm
Annual General Meeting

at St. Mary’s Church, High Pavement
followed by Recital by John Keys
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% I " 2 " A few questions from the GCSE Music
% % % exam of 2015: (more next time)

I % % #9% " & $ 7. Scarlatti wrote 555 harpsichord
sonatas for which instrument?

& 13. Within five minutes, how longis
Chopin®Minute Waltz?

" 3 # 15. For what town were Haydn®"Paris’
Symphonies written?




PAUL HALE — Musician, Writer and Organ Adviser

March 13 was an evening so full of interesting facts and experiences that this can only be a resumé. Accompanied by
musical recordings we followed Paul’s career from Solihull School via an organ scholarship at New College Oxford,

Tonbridge School, and Rochester Cathedral to Southwell Minster (1989).

Paul’s musical life is a Trio consisting of

playing/choral, writing, and advising on organs.

As anew scholar at Solihull Paul wandered into the school chapel and came
across a haf-finished organ reconstruction (two cinema organs and a
Nicholson 1860s church organ). "If it wasn't for that organ | wouldn®be
standing here today" Paul told us. The organ was completed by Nicholsons
resulting in Paul’s love for the Nicholson sound, as heard a Southwell to-
day. At New College Paul was inspired by David Lumsden and the
@mazing choir’, a choir which Paul accompanied when they did a
broadcast. Another early influence was the playing of Francis Jackson who
we heard performing Bach® Prelude and Fugue in C on York Minster
organ. Paul described Jackson® playing and the acoustics as "inspiring".
Thus began the playing/choral part of Paul’slife.

Later in the tak he explained the immense pressures of
maintaining a Cathedral choir, including juggling rehearsa
times, loss of trained lay clerks, shortage of men generally, boys
(girls) of suitable calibre and, of course, MONEY .

Whilst at Rochester Paul met Basil Ramsay, then Editor of
Organists Review and thus we have part two of the Trio,
writing. Ramsay had received a letter from Paul, liked his style
of writing and asked Paul to write reviews for the magazine.
Paul progressed to Associate Review Editor and then to Editor,
when he introduced the colour A4 format. As the third part of
the Trio, advising, began to play a bigger part in Paul’s life he
relinquished the editorship but continues to write a column.

"| absolutely adore advising” said Paul. Recently he has advised
on organs in Glasgow and Bridlington Priory and, as Diocesan
Organ Adviser, the Burton Joyce and Epperstone organs.

In conclusion, "if it wasn®for that organ” we would not have had the pleasure of hearing Paul’s talk, and the music which
illustrated it, which also included Walton sung by New College choir (accompanied Hale), Jeanne Demessieux showing us
how to play Bach, and a rare (not to say unique) recording of Paul concluding his very first recital at Solihull School with
Messiaen’s Dieu Parmi Nous, played with what Paul humorously admitted was youthful overenthusiasm.

Leicester Cathedral : Summer Organ Recitals 2006
Tuesdays in July and August at 8.00pm

4July  Macolm Archer — St Paul®Cathedral

11 July  Jonathan Holmes (Ewell Parish Church) with
Leicester Arts Senior Brass Ensemble.
Conductor : Alan Holford

18 July  Andrew Reid — Peterborough Cathedral

25Jduly  Richard Hills— All Hallows, Gospel Oak.
Theatre and Concert Organist

1Aug  Roger Sayer and Charles Andrews—
Rochester Cathedral. Organ Duets

8Aug  David Cowen and Simon Headley —
Leicester Cathedra

15Aug David Saint— St Chad’s Cathedra, Birmingham

22 Aug Arnfinn Tobiassen — Roya Academy of Music

29 Aug Jonathan Gregory — Leicester Cathedral

Come and hear the recently re-built Harrison & Harrison organ.
Enjoy the close-up video screen view of the organists.
Tickets £7 (conc £5) per concert. Accomp children (< 14) free

June Bacon

National Pipe Organ Reqister
Notes and Queries

The organ in Holy Trinity, Ratcliffe on Soar is a curious
instrument. It was acquired from Kingston on Soar in
1936. The organ only has one manua and the
specification is Lieblich Bourdon 16, Open Diapason
Bass 8, Open Diapason Treble 8, Principa 4, Dulciana
8, Stop Diapason Bass 8, Stop Diapason Treble 8, Flute
Bass 4, Flute Treble 4, Viol di Gamba Treble 8.

This would seem to indicate that it dates from before
1860 or so. The only modification appears to be the
electric blower added by Wragg in 1946. It could have
been a house organ. Does anyone have any information
astoits provenance?

All information please to
andrew@abbott96.wanadoo.co.uk

Why not log on to the National Pipe Organ Register and
check that the information for your church is up to date?
You can find it a www.bios.org.uk/npor.html



